


MIDDLE EAST CYBER THREAT 

LANDSCAPE

WORLD WAR CYBER
:



• Increasing digitalization and reliance on 
technology

• Growing economies and government 
initiatives

• Smart city initiatives

• Rising cybercrime threat
• Sophistication of cyberattacks

• High-profile cyberattacks

• Regulatory landscape and government 
support

• Stricter data privacy regulations

• Government cybersecurity initiatives

• Other contributing factors
• Increased awareness of cybersecurity risks

• Maturing cybersecurity market
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DNC Email Hack (2016): Russian hackers breached 
DNC systems, leaking internal emails to influence the 
2016 US election, highlighting the need for strong 
cybersecurity in political organizations.

Jeff Bezos Phone Hack (2018): Jeff Bezos' phone was 
reportedly hacked via a malicious WhatsApp video, 
showcasing the dangers of social engineering attacks and 
the importance of cautious messaging.

iCloud Photo Leak (2014): Celebrities' iCloud accounts 
were breached, exposing private photos due to weak 
authentication. This underscores the need for robust 
passwords and multi-factor authentication.

Monaco Money Laundering Ring (2016): 
Cybercriminals targeted a European bank, infiltrating 
systems via phishing. They siphoned €1 billion, illustrating 
the risk of social engineering and the need for heightened 
cybersecurity in financial institutions.
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Dedicated Account 
Management: VVIPs typically 
get assigned a dedicated 
security and medical account 
manager. This personal point of 
contact ensures all their needs 
are addressed promptly and 
they have a trusted advisor for 
any situation.

Enhanced Evacuation and 
Repatriation: In case of 
emergencies or critical 
situations, Fourth Command 
prioritizes VVIPs evacuation and 
repatriation. This can involve 
arranging secure transportation, 
medical assistance during 
transit, and ensuring a smooth 
return home.

Increased Response Times: 
High Priority Individuals benefit 
from faster response times for 
any assistance they require. This 
could be anything from medical 
consultations to security advice, 
ensuring their concerns are 
addressed with the utmost 
urgency.

Bespoke Threat and Risk 
Assessments: Fourth Command 
goes beyond general briefings 
for VVIPs. We offer customized 
threat and risk assessments 
based on the individual's travel 
itinerary, profile, and potential 
vulnerabilities. This allows for 
proactive security measures and 
mitigation strategies.

24/7 Global Assistance with 
Discretion: Executives can 
expect uninterrupted support 
from International SOS, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 
anywhere in the world. We 
understand the need for 
confidentiality and ensures 
discretion in handling all HPI 
requests.
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• Banks, Insurance Providers, Payment Gateways

• Regional Cybersecurity Frameworks

• International Frameworks



• Hospitals, Health Authority, Health Insurance Provider

• Regional Cybersecurity Frameworks

• International Frameworks



Stuxnet (2010): One of the most infamous cyber attacks 
targeted the Iranian nuclear program but also affected 
industrial control systems, including those used in 
manufacturing plants. Stuxnet specifically targeted 
programmable logic controllers (PLCs) used in supervisory 
control and data acquisition (SCADA) systems.

NotPetya (2017): Although it initially targeted Ukrainian 
infrastructure, the NotPetya ransomware spread globally, 
affecting numerous organizations including manufacturing 
plants. NotPetya encrypted hard drives, rendering systems 
inoperable and causing significant disruption to operations.

Trisis/Triton (2017): This malware targeted safety 
instrumented systems (SIS) in industrial control systems, 
aiming to cause physical damage to manufacturing facilities. 
Trisis/Triton's discovery raised concerns about the 
vulnerability of critical infrastructure to cyber attacks.

LockBit (2020): LockBit is a type of ransomware that has 
targeted manufacturing companies, encrypting their systems 
and demanding payment for decryption keys. These attacks 
can halt production, leading to significant financial losses.

APT33 (2019): This Iranian state-sponsored hacking group 
has targeted aerospace, energy, and manufacturing sectors. 
APT33 has used tactics such as spear-phishing and malware 
to gain access to critical systems.





Anthem Inc. (2015): This cyberattack exposed the personal 
information of over 78 million people, including patients, 
employees, and dependents. Hackers gained access through a 
sophisticated attack and stole a vast amount of data.

Medibank Private (2023): This Australian health insurer was 
targeted in a ransomware attack. Hackers stole personal 
information from millions of customers, including health records. 
The attack caused significant disruption and raised concerns 
about the security of patient data in Australia.

Trinity Health (2020): A cyberattack on a third-party file 
transfer platform used by Trinity Health exposed the data of 
nearly 587,000 patients. This incident showcases the risks 
associated with relying on external vendors and the importance 
of robust data security practices throughout the entire 
healthcare ecosystem.

Banner Health (2016): Hackers infiltrated Banner Health's 
network through a seemingly innocuous entry point - their food 
and beverage outlet's payment processing system. This 
highlights how attackers can exploit seemingly unrelated 
systems to gain access to sensitive information.
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